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II1.—Home ADMINISTRATION, -- 
(a)— Police. 


Tue Burdwan Sanjivani of the 25th September has the following on the Borpway Sanivamt, 
cS Sept. 25th, 1994. 


subject of the recent Poona riot :— 

The accounts of the riot as given in the Anglo- 
Indian papers show that the Musalmans are responsible for it. Their object 
apparently was to seek a quarrel with the Hindus; why, otherwisc, should they 
go to a musjid at midnight on a Hindu festival day, when they knew that the 
Hindus would come out in procession with music ? Was not the koran reading 
in the musjid got up, therefore, with the deliberate object of quarrelling with 
the Hindus? Again, considering that the music of the harmonium and the flute 
has a soothing effect even on brutes, and is used in temples and churches to 
bring about devotional moods, the plea of the Musalmans that the use of those 
instruments by the Hindus on the night of the riot disturbed the reading of the 
koran, may be dismissed as unworthy of consideration. Considering that the 
reading was disturbed by the riot, would it not have been well if it had been 


The Poona riot. 


stopped for a minute or two and recommenced after the processiuns had passed" 


away? But then the Musalmans were prepared for a riot, and did not therefore 
do anything to avoid one. ‘They are therefore responsible for the affair. But 
for all that, the Hindus, including respectable merchants and pious Brahmans, 
are being arrested and sent to hajut, and these men will probably be punished 
with severity. On the other hand, very few arrests are being made among the 
Musalmans, and those arrested will in all probability be released after trial. 

2. The Charu Mihir of the 20th September is surprised that the Commis- 
sioner of the Dacca Division cculd propose no better 
remedy for the corruption of the Mymensingh 
police than the appointment of an additional Assistant Superintendent of Police 
As a matter of fact these Assistant Superintendents are worthless officers. ‘The 
Commissioner would have recommended more to the purpose if he had advised 
increase of pay in the case of the lower police officers. | 

Mr. Earle’s order to the Subordinate Magistrates not to embody reflections 
on the conduct of the police in their judgments, but to communicate such reflcc- 
tions to him in private reports, will have the effect of making the police a little 
more rampant, because either from fear, idleness, or want of time, such separate 
reports will not in most cases be submitted. 

8. The Sulubh Da‘nik of the 28th September 1s glad that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has expressed his approval of Mr. Nolan’s 
views on police reform. If the police is to be 
reformed, it should be prevented from having such intimate relations with 
—* as they cultivate at present, for such intimacy leads to much wrong- 

oing. 

4. The Sanjvart of the 29th September cannot believe the’ statement 
made by the Commissioner of the Dacca Division in 
his last annual report, that there is a chaukidar in 
the Backergunge district who has passed the Entrance examination. Necessity 
has driven many educated men to the commission of many improper acts, but 
it can scarcely he believed that a man who has passed the Entrance examination 
has accepted the mean office of a chaukidar. ‘he writer asks the Backergunge 
people to enlighten the public on the point. 

5. The Uchit Vakta of the 29th September says that Government should 
not levy from the residents of Kalyanpur, in the 
Monghyr district, the cost of repairing the railway 
line taken out by dacoits. ‘The police being unable to discover the wrong-doers, 
lay the blame at the door of the residents of Kalyanpur. 

6. The Saroswut Patra of the 29th September remarks that it is the glory 


The Mymensingh police. 


~ Police reform. 


An educated chaukidar. 


The Kalyanpur affair. 


A passed chauk' dar. 


a chaukidor. 


Py 


The resoluti-n on the Beaulea. 


“ Grins cate. and remarks as follows :— 


Under tke order of the Lieutenant-Governor, 


48 contained in the Resolution, no police officer of lower rank than an Inspector 


of English education that a Backergunge man. who 
has passed the Entrance examination, has become 


t. ‘Lhe Dainak-o-Samuchar Chandrika of the 2nd October refers to the 
Government Resolution in the Beaulea firing case 
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CHANDRIKA, 
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will be permitted to order firing in riots. But the writer does not think that 
this order of His Honour will prevent cases like that which happened in Beauleg. 
It is his belief that such cases will continue to occur so long as the firino 
circular shall remain in force. In attempting to defend the constables impli- 
cated inthe Beaulea case, the Lieutenant-Governor says that, as the police there 
received a rough handling on two or three occasions during the Muharram, they 
apprehended a similar treatment, became nervous, and fired. But this plea may 
justify almost any action of the police, however wrong or high-handed. In con. 
clusion the writer predicts that, as a consequence of the firing circular, cases of 
bloodshed will crop up from time to time. He is sorry that Lord Elgin hag 
approved of the circular. | . 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


Caarv MIAIR, 8. The Charu Mihir of the 25th September says that the worthlessness 

Sept. 25th, 1894. of the present Civil Court amius will be clear from 

the following instance. A Civil Court amin in 
Mymensingh was appointed to report on the property of the judgment-debtor in 
suit No. 31 of 1891 in the Court of the Second Subordinate Judge of Mymen- 
singh. After five months the amin submitted a report which was characterised 
by the Subordinate Judge as “‘ quite worthless and unreliable,” 

These amins are vested with functions of great trust and importance in 
boundary and other cases, but the y which is allowed to them is not sufficient 
to secure the services of honest and duly qualified men. Mr. Stevens charac- 
terised these amins as the disgrace of the British administration of justice. 
But no Lieutenant-Governor is doing anything to remove this disgrace. 

Hitavant, 9, The Hitavadi of the 28th September says that, though Babu Satis 
Sept. 28th, 1894. phe — Lieutenant-Governor’s Chandra Basu, was rebuked by the High Court 
treatment of Babu Satis Chandra for the way he tried the case against Mr. Beatson- 

esneneneel imine diaiad tec Bell, he has been promcted by Government. Babu 
Janaki Nath Datta, Munsif of Jamalpur, has been on the other hand punished 

by being transferred to a bad place for not punishing a pleader as desired b 
Mr. Phillips, and in spite of the fact that his conduct was pronounced faultless 
by the High Court, All this shows the greatness of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Bengal will never have such a dutiful and virtuous Lieutenant-Governor. 


Civil Court amins. 


marae 10. The Samay of the 28th September has not been surprised at Babu 
Sept. 28th, 1804. : | Satis Chandra Basu’s promotion to the fifth grade 
a Satis Chandra Basu's pro- of Deputy Magistrates, for that is the sort of 


. Departmental punishment which is expected from 
Sir Charles Elliott. In a case like this Sir Charles rewards every officer who is 


censured by the public and the High Court, and thus encourages official high- 
handedness and brings discredit upon British justice. Will the principal 
offender, Mr. Beatson-Bell, be now made a Commissioner or pucka Magistrate ? 


mises Sania. 11. The Sulabh Dainik of the 28th September says that one hears various 
Sept. 28th, 1894, - oe rumours about Mr. Phillips. One is that he will 
umours about Mr. Phillips. 


soon be promoted by the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Another says that Sir Antony. MacDonnell, while acting as officiating Lieuten- 


ant-Governor, expressed a wish to remove Mr. Phillips from the Executive 
branch of the service. The public would have been glad if this had been done. 
The writer would therefore like to know what truth there is in this rumour. 
And if the rumour is contradicted in any of the organs of Government, it will 
be clear that it has issued from a notorious adda in French Chandernagore. - 


Bancavaat, 12. The Lungavasi of the 29th September refers to the newspaper 
Sept. 29th, Lov. Na ictal: attacks made upon the Lieutenant-Governor by the 


_ Babus who call themselves patriots for giving 
promotion to Babu Satis Chandra Basu of Khulna notoriety, and remarks 


that the Babus have yet to learn what true patriotism is. Has anybody ever 


found any Anglo-Indian paper condemning the 3 f nolish 
ofhcer, however guilty ? it 5 promotion of any =0G' 


Darsiko-Samscnan -13. The Duinik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th September says that 
Sejit, Joh, 1994, Government's attitude towards Babu Janaki Nath Datta, Munsif of Jamalp af wae 
the High Court. _ Was censured by Mr. Phillips and Mr. Harding 


in councction with the Jamalpur pleader’s case, 


: ( 829 ) 
has had his conauct greatly commended by the High Court. It is in conse- 
quence of this commendation, however, that Sir Charles Elliott has transferred 
him to a bad station. On the other hand, Babu Satis Chandra Basu, who was 
censured by the High Court in connection with the Khulna assault case, has been 
promoted by Government. It, therefore, seems to be the policy of the Govern- 
ment now-a-days to be avenged upon the High Court. 


(d)— Education. 


14. A-punch of the 20th September thanks Government for kindly 
passing, in accordance with Dr. -Martin’s sugges- 
tion, orders for the appointment of some Musalman 
‘ graduates and under-graduates as Sub-Inspectors 
of Schools. It is hoped that the Patna District Board in particular will give 
effect to the circular order, because in the whole Bihar Circle there is only one 
Muhammadan Sub-Inspector of Schools. It is also hoped that the educated 
Hindus will not be displeased with their poor Musalman brethren for enjoying 
the benefits of the circular. | 
15. The Sakachar of the 26th September thinks that all scientific subjects 
. included in the curriculum of the Entrance examin- 
ation should be taught through the medium of 
| Bengali. If this is done, much of the inconveni- 
ence which boys at present experience in learning those subjects will disappear ; 
and if the experiment proves successful, it should be tried at the F.A. and B.A. 
examinations. : | 
It is, therefore, hoped that the attempt which some of the distinguished 
Fellows of the University are making in this direction will succeed. The 
writer will, however, be satisfied for the present if the old practice of teaching 
Bengali at the F.A. and B.A. Examinations is revived. The little Sanskrit that 
is now taught at these examinations serves no useful purpose. As people here 
must keep themselves abreast of Western thought, a regular English University 
is indispensable for them. But as Bengali also requires cultivation, there 
ought to be in Bengal a University aftcr the model of the one in the Punjab. 
16. The Hitavad: of the 28th September has the following: — 
. ‘While people are on the one hand dying for 
weeatity for a play-ground at food, subscriptions for a play-ground at Mercus 
ercus Square. S 
quare are on the other being collected by the 
sahebs. But why blame the sahebs alone? Kumar Binaykrishna of Sobha- 
bazar, though he did not contribute Rs. 5 in aid of the distressed people of 
T'ippera, where he has his own zamindari, has paid Rs. 5,000 for the play- 
ground? Most people exercise charity in the hope of obtaining titles, and 
but few with the object of doing good to their fellow men. The Lieutenant- 
Governor's charity in aid of the play-ground is certainly deserving of credit. 
17. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :— 
1 oe ae The Middle English, Middle Vernacular 
rregularities in connection with 9 ar 3 
the Middle English, Middle Vernae @nd Upper Primary Examinations wero fixed for 
cularand Upper Primary Examina- the 21st September, and the applications of the 
aes candidates were required to reach the divisional 
Sub-Inspectors by the 15th August. But the notices requiring such applica- 
tions to be sent by 15th August were issued on the 7th and the 8th August; 
and as no forms were prescribed for the application, the teachers and guardians 
of boys were put under the necessity of framing forms and sending them to their 
destination within an ineredibly short time. A certain Sub-Inspector of 
Schools becomes very angry when he is asked to give receipts for moneys 
received by him as examination fees. Though the 21st September was the 
date fixed for examination, notices giving the dates on which the candidates 
. Were to be examined in the different subjects were not issued up to the 18th. 
The practice of making the Sub-Inspectors Superintendents of the examinations 
in their own centres should be discontinued. The attention of the Director of 
Public Instruction is drawn to these points. | : 
18. The Sudhakar of the 28th September says :—Referring to the circular 
. requiring Musalmans to be provided with their 
the Hed mrot «sessment in legitimate share of appointments in the Educational 
: . service, a Hindu paper has observed that such 


Musalmans in the Education 
Department. 


Bengali in the University curri- 
culum. 
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indulgence will do more harm than good to Musalmans. But giving one one’s 
due is not indulgence, but only discharge ofa debt. We are unable to sce wh 
the Musalmans should be injured by beig given their due. Jealous of the 
justice that Government is going to do to the Musalmans in the matter of their 
appointment in the Education Department, ‘the Hindus have raised the cry that 
appointments in that department should be made according to the results of 
competitive examinations. Appointments are not now made on that system in 
the Education Departinent, and even if they: were, there could be no objection to 
giving to Musalmans their legitimate share of appointments in that department 
without subjecting them to # competitive test, for the competitive system is not: 
an infallible test of practical ability, but is only a safeguard against partialit 
in the bestowal of uppointments. It isto be hoped that educated Hindus will 
show themselves mre generous. | 
SANJIVANT, 19. ‘Vhe Sanjivuni of the 29th September points out the following in. 
Sept. 29th, 1894. ae _ accuracies and irregularities in the question papers 
BP ocd bei Middle Scholarship which were set at the Middle Scholarship examina- 
tions recently held in Calcutta : — oe 


(1) In the paper on Bengali prose and grammar, in the third line of the 
third pait of question one, the word “‘afaq xf” should have 
been “ qf Yq” | : 


(2) In the paper on Subhenkari, the 5th question was one on exchange, 
and the 6th question was one on asthitpanchak (easy equation), 
subjects excluded from the course. 

(3) The 7th question in the arithmetic paper was one on stocks, also 
beyond the course. 

(4) The 3rd question in the paper on English history was set from 

George III’s reign, though the course did not go beyond 
Charles II. 

Candidates were examined in Subhankart and arithmetic on the 24th 
September last, but on the following day a notice signed by Babu Matilal Maitra, 
Deputy Inspector of Schools, 24-Parganas, was found posted up in the 
Senate House, requiring the candidates to appear on Thursday, the 27th Sep- 
tember, in order to be re-examined in those subjects. This unexpected 
detention of candidates, who had comefrom the mufassal, caused serious in- 
convenience to them, and to the teachers or other persons under whose 
ruardianship they came, because they brought with them money sufficient for 
only six days’ board and lodging. ‘The dates for the examination, also, were 
not wisely chosen, for a Sunday having intervened, the mufassal candidates 
were unnecessarily detained one day more than was strictly necessary. 

The village Nargarpur, in the Tangail sub-division of the Mymensingh 
district, was fixed as an examination centre this year. But the evening paper 
for the middle English candidates on the first day of examination not having ~ 
reached the place, the examination in that subject was postponed, and informa- 
tion sent to the Inspector.- Eastern Circle. ‘The postponed examination was 
finished on the Sunday following with extempore questions dictated by the 
Inspector. The ti were greatly inconvenienced on this account. 
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(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Baseoparn, 20. The Sansodhini of the 24th September is glad to hear from a corre 


Sept 24th, 1894 Mp, Good's resignation of the SPOndent that, after the recent quarrels with the 
Chairmanship of the Chittagong Commissioners, Mr. Good has sent in his resignation 
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Municipality. of the post of Chairman of the Chittagong Muni- 


cipality. Considering the bad terms on which Mr. Good has always been 
with the Commissioners, and the dissatisfaction with which the rate-payers 
regard him, it isto be hoped that nothing will induce him to take the Chair- 
manship again. ‘The Commissioners, too, should not endeavour to get back 
Mr. Good as their Chairman. : 


Mi nsnpapan 21. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th September says that, with the 


Hit alsa, ° : 
ep oem a ER PE CT exception of the two broad strects in Berhampore, 
| the Berhampur Municipality. | no street in the native quarter receives any attention 
; Whatever from the Municipal Commissioners. The 
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drains in Ambika Prasad Ganguly’s lane are in the filthiest condition, and the 
pathway itself isin a most miserable condition. The streets in Maturiapara 
have not been long repaired. The street in front of the house of Ram- 
durlabh Acharyya in Ghat Bandar lies knee-deep under water after rain. 

22. The Vikrampur of the 27th September says that, before imposing a 
fresh tax under the village Union scheme, Govern- 
ment should refer to its old records in order. to 
ascertain the object with which the road cess was imposed. The latter cess 
was imposed not only for the repuir and construction of roads, but also for 
the supply of good drinking water. How can Government then propose to 
levy a fresh tax for the cleansing and excavation of ponds, wells, &c., especi- 


Village Unions. 


ally when the country has been for a long time suffering from scarcity, and 


finds it too much to pay the road and chaukidari cesses ? 

But Sir Charles Elliott has given the order that Union Committees shoul 
be formed, and formed they shall soon be. The proposed tax, too, will be 
imposed, for Sir Charles does not easily retract what once falls from his lips. 
The people of the Presidency, Burdwan, Dacca, and Chittagong Divisions 
must therefore prepare themselves fora fresh tax in the name of sanitation. 

23. The Sanjivani of the 29th September protests against the action of 
the present Chairman of the Kushtia Municipality 

in ordering the construction of a privy in every 
house in Wards Nos. 5 and 6, which are little more than collections of villages, 
in which privies are not required in every house. 

After the elections in December last, the new Commissioners proposed fresh 
assessments, and assessments were accordingly made by the Ward Committees. 
But the assessments arrived at in Ward No. 6 were afterwards found to have 
been secretly altered by a Sub-Committee formed by the Chairman. But no 
one should question his action, because he is no other than the Sub-divisional 
Officer himself, | 

24. A correspendent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 30th September 

a ee says that the burning gh&t at Chinsura called Syam 
PO Mi ghét nuisance inthe Babu’s Ghat, where dead bodies from the local 

sura Municipality. . , : 

hospital are burned, has become a serious nuisance 
to the people of Kanksiyali. Cholera, which perpetually rages in Ward No. 6 
of the Chinsura Municipality, is due to the effluence from the burning bodies 
which are not sometimes fully burnt. The practice of burning several dead 
bodies together in the same c/ifa intensifies the nuisance. It is hoped the 
Chairman and the Commissioners will look to the matter. 


Kushtia Municipality. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


25. The Charu Mihir of the 25th September says that the present dila- 
toriness in the partition of estates may be done 
away with by the adoption of the following 


Partition of estates. 


arrangements :— 


(1) By serving notices upon the owner of estates contiguous to that 
under partition. 

(2) By calling, as soon as the survey is completed, for any objection to 
the survey or for statement of claim to hold any tenure as inde- 
pendent or brahmottar, by giving notice to the public as well as 
to each interested person. 

(3) By deciding summarily about the right to disputed land where there 
are objections under section 116, and where there is any doubt 
on the point, by reserving disputed land for future settlement, 
and procecding with the partition of the rest of the estate. 

(4) By making a general arrangement (patti bandi) on the spot when 
enquiring about the rate of rent. 

(5) By framing, when the rent-roll has been prepared, an average rent 
with reference to this general arrangement and by submitting it 
for confirmation. wnat 

(6) By doing away with notices under sections 75 and 89 which in many 

cases give rise to unnecessary and vexatious objections, and by 

giving notices only under section 80, and also under section 81, 
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relating to the confirmation of the average rent, and allowing 
appeals against the latter up to the Board of Revenue. 
(q )}—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


26. The Sanjivani of the 20th September says that_people travelling by 

~ yail to or from Nilphamari in the Rangpur district 
are greatly inconvenienced by the passenger trains 
being detained at the Parvatipur station for seven 
or cight hours. This inconvenience can be removed by attaching a passenger 
carriage {o cach goods train. 


The want of a waiting-room at the Nilphamari station is also a source of 
serious inconvenience to female passengers. 


Grievances connected with the 
Northern Bengal State Railway. 


(h) — General. 


97. The Charu Mihir of the 25th September refers to the case of Baby 
Jowari Prasad of Patna, and remarks that the 
oppressions committed in innumerable instances by 
young civilians, impatient of criticism or contradic. 
tion from black natives, and the Government's persistence in taking no notice 
whatever of those oppressions, have created a fccling of alarm and distrust 
among the people, so that men of respectable and dignified position no longer 
think it safe to live in the mufassal. And the increasing rigour of the criminal 
law—witness the new law regarding unlawful assemblies—rigour that will fur- 
ther strengthen the hands of the Magistrates, has helped to increase this feeling 
of alarm and insecurity. 

It is much to be regretted that Sir Charles Elliott should persistently slight 
native opinion as reflected in the native press, and should not only slight it, but 
also make the law more and more rigorous. But the foundations of British 
rule in the country cannot be made strong by merely increasing the army or 
the rigour of the law. ‘This is precisely what Lord Roberts said the other day 
in the House of Lords. But liberal sentiments like these cannot cross over from 
England to India. : 

28. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th September has learnt with 
astonishment that the Government cannot find 
money to subscribe to newspapers for the use of its 
officers, and that a Divisional Commissioner like 


Increasing rigour of the admi- 
nistration. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson on the 
Dacca Press.. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson does not consider it.his duty to read all newspapers 


regularly. Mr. Johnson is surprised that he does not receive all newspapers 
free of cost within his division, but he should be asked if he does not pay for 
the copies of the Englishman and the Pioneer which he receives. 

29. The Sahachar of the 26th September regrets very much that in 

Bengal the number of deaths from snake-bite and 
attacks of wild animals is on the increase. Govern- 
ment should take proper measures to prevent such deaths. The rewards which | 
it at present grants to the destroyers of these pests are so small that people do 
not consider it worth their while to run any risk for obtaining them. The 
rewards should be larger. The rigours of the Arms Act should also be relaxed, 
and the police asked to supply villagers with arms when the latter are too 
poor to be able to buy them. Government's order directing licenses for the use 
of arms to be granted in large numbers to people who love hunting may do 
some good; but no real benefit will aceruo to the country at large, so long as 
village people will not be supplied with arms for the purpose of defending them- 
selves against wild animals. 

30. Referring to the complaint of the Amita Bazar Patrika that the 
number of Musalman Rural Sub-Registrars 1s 
unduly large, the Sudhakar of the 28th Septem- 
ee ber says that it is a pity that the Patria could not 
think of ascertaining the proportion of Musalmans holding any other posts, 
say those of Inspector of Registration, Special Sub-Revistrar, and clerk, &¢. 
A Rural Sub-Registrarship is almost an honorary post, and its remuneration 
very small, varying as it does from 40 to 100 rupees only. A Careful consider- 
ation of the matter will show that, led by evil counsels of the Hindus, Gover2- 
ment is cheating the Musalman community by. appointing a number 0 


Deaths from snake-bite, &e. 


Musalmans as 
Registrars. 


Rural Sub- 
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Musalmans as Rural Sub-Registrars. The Musalmans ought to see through this 
trick of the Hindus and to try their best to get their due. | 
31. Referring tu the cow-killing disturbances in the Bombay Presidency, 
tho Uehit Vakta of the 29th September says that, if 
| 2 ge ge = oe ee the Bombay Government had not shown indulgence 
uae. sme 2M"! to the Musalmans in preference to the Hindus, 
quarrels would not have occurred between them. 
32. The Dacca Prakash of the 30th September refers to the last Dacca 


i: Ss heii Administration Report, and remarks as follows :— 
e 


Report. (1) The praise bestowed in the report on all in-. 


competent officers shows that Government praises 
only those officers who can commit oppression and injustice on the people. 
Mr. Earle and the Deputy Magistrate of Madaripur are the officers who have 
been praised, ‘The former is notorious in Mymensingh for his incompetence, 
while the latter’s claim tu praise is that he refused aid to the people suffering 
from famine in his sub-division. ‘There can be no doubt that this mischievous 
raise will deter Government officers from helping people in distress. They 
see that instead of incurring the displeasute of Government, they will yet 
praise and promotion by not organizing relicf for the distressed. 

(2) The low rate of rent prevailing in the Dacca Division has astonished 
the Commissioner; but he should bear in mind that this rate 1s several times 
what it was during the Muhammadan rule. Under that rule the rate of revenue 
was fixed at one-fourth of the produce of the land, and as a bigha of land in the 
Dacca Division yielded then annually an average produce worth one rupee, the 
‘rent of land was 4 annas per bigha. The present rates of rent are one and a 
half times the old rent in Dacca, two and a quarter times in Mymensingh, and 
upwards of four times in Faridpur and Backergunge. But considering that 
the price of rice has increased forty-times under British rule, the above 
increase in the rates of rent must be admitted to be inconsiderable. Govern- 
ment is responsible for this result, for its laws have prevented petty zunindars 
from increasing their rents. It is only big zamindars who can yiolate the law 
with impunity that have succeeded in increasing rent at pleasure. But their 
power to increase rent receives a check when they have a number of petty 
zamindars in neighbouring zamindaries; for in that case increase of rent in big 
zamindaries is followed by the emigration of raiyats into the small zamindaries, 
lt is the presence of a number of petty zamindars in Dacca that has prevented 
the rate of rent in the district from becoming as high as in Mymensingh. 
During Hindu and Muhammadan rule, Government revenuo was fixed at 
one-fourth or one-sixth of the produce, and as representatives of the Govern- 
ment, the zamindars are entitled to have that share of the produce as rent. 
But the laws of the English Government stand in the way, and Government 
itself sometimes becomes a loser in consequence. It cannot, for instance, fix 
the rent in its khas mahals at a sufficiently high rate, In one instance the 
prevalence of a low rato of rent in neighbouring private estates forced it to fix 
the rate of rent in a number of khas mahals in the Dacca district at a very low 
ficure. 

(3) The Commissionor regrets that the incidence of taxation in the Dacca 
Division is lighter than in other Divisions. In Assam the incidence per head 
is Rs. 8, and in the opinion of the Commissioner the incidence in the district 
of Dacca ought to be Rs. 6. The writer has no mind to make the Commis- 
sioner unpopular by making further reference to his report. . 

(4) The Commissioner is found fault with for criticising the native press 
Without reading any of the native papers. 

33. The Dacca Gazette of the lst October has the following observa- 
tions on the Annual Administration Report of the 

pane Annual Administration J)acca Division for 1893-94 :— 
eport for the Dacca Division. : : , : 
1. Touring is good; but too much touring is 
bad. The large number of tours made by the District Magistrates of Dacca 
and Mymensingh necessitated the transfer of criminal appeals from their files 
to those of first class Deputy Magistrates. This was not goud, considering that 
Deputy Magistrates cannot always act independently, but are often guided by 
hints from their Magistrates. In case, therefure, it is thought necessary in 
future to relieve District Magistrates of the work of hearing criminal appeals, 
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the work should be transferred to Subordinate Judges and not to Subordinate 
Magistrates. os 

(2) The notice taken in the report of Sriman Swami’s and Mr. Morgan 
Browne’s visits to Dacca and Mymensingh shows with what suspicion the 
authorities view the movements of the oT a 

(3) The local press has been spoken of slightingly, although Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson admits that he did not personally read any of the native papers. The 
writer is astonished to see Mr, Johnson’s meanness in- begging for newspapers 
free of cost. ae 

(4) The moral of the straw incident in Mymensingh as drawn by the 
Commissioner is far from correct. The ve ge to whom the straw belonged 
wero at perfect liberty to sell it or not, and their refusal to sell it does not mean 
the sort of ‘independence of spirit in Eastern Bengal’ which the Commissioner © 
contemplates. ‘That the chaprasis offered to pay for the straw cannot be 
easily believed. easants did nothing wrong by refusing to sell what was 
rightfully theirs. | 


84, The Hindi Bangavasi of the 1st October prays that Lord Elgin may 
The Bareilly memorial. be pleased to favourably consider the petition 


submitted by the Hindus of Bareilly against the 


order of the Commissioner of that district permitting the Musalmans to 
slaughter cows in their own houses. oe 


\ 


II].—LecIs.aTive. 


35. The Charu Mihir of the 25th September thus criticises the Bill to 
The Revenue Sale Law Amend- amend the Revenue Sale Law :— 

ment Bill. (1). The severity of sections 14, 15, 47, 54 and 
31 as regards penalty, interest, and interest on penalty, will become apparent. on 
a comparison of those sections with the corresponding section 174 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and 310(a) of the Code of Civil Procedure. We hope that 
Government will omit the penalty and interest prescribed by section 31 of the 
Bill, and omit the interest prescribed in sections 14, 15,47 and 64(d), and 
provide a very small penalty in lieu of that prescribed in these latter sections. 
‘he interest prescribed by section 60 should also be done away with. We can- 
not perceive the necessity of allowing an auction-purchaser both interest and 
ten per cent. on the auction price as provided in clauses (e) and (/) of sec- 
tion 54. Section 35 of the existing Revenue Sale Act, and the sections of 
the Tenancy Act and Code of Civil Procedure referred to above provide for 
the payment of interest only in such cases... 

Section 50, relating to appeals to the Commissioner, is much narrower in 
scope than section 50 of the existing Act. We hope that the same powers will 
be given in this respect to Commissioners that have been given to Collectors 
under section 49. 

In view of the rigorous conditions attached to the recovery of estates sold 
by auction, in view of the preamble to Regulation II of 1793, explaining why 
Collectors should be divested of the power of deciding upon their own acts in 
such matters, and in view of the injustice done by Collectors as seen in Baidya- 
nath Saha versus Lala Sital Prasad (Weekly Report, volume 10, page 66), and 
in Manjina Khatun versus the Collector of Jessore (Weekly Report, volume 12, 
page 311), we cannot approve of the doing away with the interference of the 
Civil Courts in such matters as proposed in section 55 of the Bill. 

The provision for the registration of tenures of all sorts will be very 
beneficial to tenure-holders without being prejudicial to the interests of auction- 
purchasers. But the definition of a “tenure” as given in the Bill is some- 
what defective, because it can possibly include a ote tenancy of a cultivator, 
which is not probably meant to be included. 


There is no reason why a joint-tenure-holder should not be allowed 
the privileges that have been conferred by the Bill upon a joint-owner of an 
estate. But the wording of many sections of the Bill leaves considerable room 
for doubt as to whether a joint-tenure-holder will have the same privileges. ° 
The provisions of section 8 (b) and of section 40 relating to the recovery of 


arrears of revenue from estates under the management of the Collector should 
be identical and require to be made clearer. 
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86. The Httavadi of the 28th September says that the declaration of 
Government refusing to interfere in the adminis- 
tration of Hindu religious endowments should not 
discourage the reformers who want to see the 
administration of these endowments put on a satisfactory footing. Before 
they succeed in getting what they want, they will have to put up with much 
ridicule, and to fight a good deal of cant and hypocrisy. 

37. The Sudhakar of the 28th September has the following :— 

In reference to its legislation on certain sub- 
jects, the British Government is charged by many 
educated men with showing a disposition to interfere in Hindu social manners 
and observances. We propose to consider whether Government has any right 
to interfere in such matters, for it will be our duty either to protest against 
such interference, if it is found to be unjustifiable, or to advocate it, if the 
charge, which is now being brought against Government on behalf of Hindu 
society, 18 proved to be unjust, unfounded, or unreasonable. 


The religious endowments 


question. 


Proposed amendment of the law 
relating to conjugal rights. 


We must, therefore, consider whether Government has anything to do with 


society as society, whether the interests of society need be safeguarded and 
promoted by the State, whether social customs and observances, which are 
ernicious and diabolical in character, are things which Government can properly 
and legitimately put down. Now, a consideration of their sacred books, the 
lives of their saints and the present backward condition of Musalman society, 
shows that, properly speaking, the Musalmans have no society of their own. 
That they nevertheless refuse to be incorporated in any neighbouring society is 
because the latter does not treat them with generosity. Anybody, whether 
Christian, Hindu, Jew, Jain, Buddhist, or follower of any other religion, can 
become a member of Musalman society by embracing Islam, and there is 
nothing to prevent him from mixing with the members of any othor society 
if he chooses to do so. In other words, Musalman societ 
name for human society. It 1s only when men cease to worship the one God, 
and adopt other and bad religions, that they form socicties, and it 18 such 
societies that are, properly speaking, meant by the word ‘society.’ As regards 
tho man whv has become a member of Musalman or, in other words, of human 
society, nobody can excommunicate him. To do good acts, to acquire religious 
and spiritual merit, to attain to a knowledge of God, and to become God-like, 
are the principal aims and objects of that society. It therefore follows that 
the manners, customs, duties, and observances of that society are not subject 
to any particular laws or restrictions. It is not because we are Musalmans 
that we assign the highest place to Musalman socicty. Whoever takes the 
trouble to study the holy teaching of Islam will agree with us in this view. 
There is, of course, no doubt that owing to the influence and ascendency of 
Hindu society, the Musalman community has lost much of its purity; but for 
that result, it is the followers of Islam who are responsible. Islam, as a 
religion, retains unimpared all its purity and sanctity. ) 

Of course, we do not deny that Musalman society 1s subject to the control 
of Musalmans in the same way as any other society is subject to the control of 
its members. 

Now, to the question whether Government has anything to do with society. 
We are of opinion that the subject, and everything in which the subject is 
interested, are matters which legitimately come under the coatrol of Government. 
When the subject himself is able to discharge the duties of a ruler, there is 
no need or room for governmental control. itis only when the subject ceases 
to be true to his duties that the ruler finds it necessary to enforce their perform- 
ance. Government has as much relation with society, which is only a collec- 
tion of its subjects, as it has with particular individual subjects. 

If governmental control and interference is justifiable in cases in which, 
acting in accordance with their social customs, which are, in their turn, based on 
their religion, the subjects endeavour to perform their religious duty by 
committing thefts on the third night of the Durga Pvoja, ought Government 
to be charged with violating its kingly duty if it prohibits human sacrifice on 
the fourth day of that Puja ? When Government can properly prohibit human 
Sucrifice on the 
‘qually its bounden duty to prohibit infanticide, even if its prohibition be 


is but another 


ground of its heinousness, there can be no doubt that it is— 
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opposed to the practice of any particular society. Again, it is the duty of 
Government to protect infant life. We do not see whyany attempt to redress 
by legislation the grievances of young women should come to be reviewed as an 
act outside the sphere of kingly duty and authority. : 

Marriage is a social custom, but the many rights, privileges, and obligations 
arising out of it are such as subjects are often unable to enjoy and fulfil 
without the sanction and support of the law. We do not see why the law, 
which so materially helps the subject in enjoying the benefits of his. social 
custom, should not be held capable of regulating and controlling such custom. 

If the sanction of religion under which a man and a woman are united 
in marriage is found powerless to enable the partics to enjoy the love, happiness, 
and other advantages which marriage is expected to confer upon them, and 
they find it necessary to invoke the law's aid, it is clearly the duty of the 
sovercign to enact such law, and to amend it, if necessary, from time to time; 
and it is equally the duty of the subject to approve of such legislaticn. It is 
thus clear that society is under the control of Government. 

A community of thieves see nothing wrong in stealing other people’s 
property, and will never think of giving up the habit; thugs and dacoits have 

never regarded with favour or approval any legis'ation having for its object 
the suppression of their favourite pursuits; rebels have no liking for Govern- 
- ment control, and people given to oppression cannot surely love the Penal 

Code. And yet theft, thuggee, dacoity, rebellion and other offences against 
human socicty, though they may be liked by particular communities, are 
considered to be practices which the sovereign can legitimately put down. 
Similarly, it is as unworthy on the part of an unconscionable sct of men to 
seck to befriend their ruffianly brethren, protesting in the name of society 
against the enactment of a law which is imperatively called for in the interest 
of weak and helpless females, as it is on the part of Government to listen to their 
unreasonable clamour about religious interference. 


Iynorant parents and guardians frequently marry little girls to men who 
are no better than brutes; and it is for the purpose of protecting these 
helpless girl-wives from oppression by such brutes that the Consent Act was 
passed. But it is a matter of as much wonder as regret that the educated 


Hindus have taken the side of these brutes, and are blaming Government for 
having passed that law. | 


Praised be Hinduism! Boundless, indeed, is that power of yours which 
has converted educated men into brutes. O, how glorious ! 


But while the educated Hindu is so cager to befriend the cause of these 
brutes, Musalman society, which follows the teaching of the Koran, is free 
to recognise the separation, whenever necessary, of husband from wife, and 
of wife from husband. Against this divine teaching of the Koran, however, 
the British Government has passed a law, making it compulsory for the parties 
to live with each other, and providing imprisonment for them in case they 
rcfusc to do so. Now, there are few wives so courageous as to seck to get 
wicked husbands punished under this law ; but there are many who are punished 
under it with imprisonment at the instance of their cruel husbands. After 
having for a long time encouraged this cruel oppression, Government has at 
length come to perceive the onesided character of this law regarding the 
restitution of conjugal rights. It now secs that while that law entails great 
aa a on helpless wives, it is a dead-letter as regards cruel and wicked 
husbands, and it is, therefore, now anxious to pe. go law by repealing 
the provision relating to the wife’s imprisonment. But the educated Hindu 38 
not ashamed to plead the cause of the wicked husband. Of course, it is desi!- 
able that adultery should be punished, and adulterers and adulteresses alike 
should be reformed; but it is to be regretted that Hindu society does not see 
that it 1s not improper to imprison wicked husbands, and that mischief will be 
done by imprisoning bad wives. We entreat Hindu society not to encourage 
social vice and impurity: in the name of society. 
aa oe 88. The Bangavasi of the 29th September says:— | 
ee Sale laa. All praise to Lord Elgin! The Hindus are 
reassured by the Government’s declaration that 1 
management of devottar property without carefu 
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consideration. We hope that Babu Surendranath will now cease pressing the 
question. 

39. The same paper says that the existing law provides for the punish- 
ment of false prosecutions instituted with the view 
of harrassing or injuring the accused. But itis now 
: proposed to punish all false prosecutions, no matter 
- from what motive instituted, or, in other words, to punish all complainants who 
may fail to prove their case. Such an amendment of the law will increase 
oppression in the country, for who will, in the face of such a law, dare to 
prosecute the police or other officers strong in the support of Government, or rich 
people who are strong by reason of their wealth? ‘lhe law-courts are the only 
refuge against oppression in this country, and the proposed amendment will take 
away even that refuge from the pcople. 


Proposed amendment of the law 
relating to false prosecutions, 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THF CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


40. The Hitavadi of the 2th September has the following on the subject 
of distress in Faridpur :— 

As the Kazi would allow the Hindus no festivals 
of their own, so the Lieutenant-Governor will admit no famine in the country. 
As the proceeds of the Famine Fund have been spent on other purposes, it will 
not do to admit the existence of famine. So it follows that he must be 
a bad man who talks of famine. Moreover, the subordinate officers do 
not talk of famine when they see their superiors denying its existence. 


The distress in Faridpur. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson has denied the existence of famine, but has, in the same ° 


breath, thanked those zamindars who helped the people in distress. Alas! it 
was in consequence of very bitter and painful experience that Bankim Babu 
wrote his Life of Muchiram Gur. } 

41, he Banguvasi of the 29th September has the following :— 

Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s statements regarding 
the distress in Faridpur are not true, and this can be 
proved from his own report. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson on the 
distress in Faridpur. 


The Commissioner says that, owing to a sudden flood ‘the failure of these - 


(aus) crops was complete,” and he also says that the people of those parts 
depend so entirely upon that crop for their subsistence that they do not keep 
even a handful of paddy in their houses for their own consumption. We 
also learn from his report that the aman crop was not sown, and the mahajans 
refused to give loans, and that high prices had tempted the cultivators to part 
with the whole store of paddy in their houses. re 

says that there was no tuo in Faridpur. 

The Famine Commission has laid down that in a year in which people have 
rice stored in their houses, and there is an 8-anna crop, they will be able to 
subsist with difficulty; that if, under the same circumstance, there is a 6-anna 
crop, the distress will be great, and that if, under the same circuinstance, there 
is a 4-anna crop, the distress will be severe. In this case the raiyats had no 
store of food-grains in their houses, and there was a total failure of their crops; 
and yet ‘people generally appeared to be well nourished.” Sir Charles Elliott 
was on the Famine Commission and signed its report. But as Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal he has subscribed to the opinion of the Commissioner of 
Dacca that there is no distress in Faridpur, although the circumstances there are 
such as have been stated. It does not matter which of the two reports is wrong— 
the Famine Commission’s report or Commissioner Luttmaa-Johnson’s repurt, 
for in either case Sir Charles Elliott's respect for truth is impeached. 

Mr. Luttman-Johnson also says that food-grain ‘‘ was not always available ;” 
and what never before had been seen took place last year—rice had to be 
unported into East Bengal from other places. And in addition to all this, the 
wages of labour fell, and the price of rice rose from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 7. And 
yet the people appeared to Mr. Luttman-Johnson to be well nourished ! 

But though the Commissioner has tried so hard to disprove the existence of 


distress, he has not been able to totally deny it. He admits that beggars and — 


others, who are incapable of work, and depend upon others for subsistence, were 
in ‘‘ great need.” But what did he do for their relief? Why, he was kind 
enouch to permit the raising of subscriptions for them. He granted tuccayi 


yet Mr. Luttman-Johnson ~ 
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loans to cultivators, and does not that show that the cultivators too were ip 
distress ? The Commissioner, however, says that, though these people were in 
‘‘ real distress,” they would not have died of starvation for their friends and 
relatives would not have let them die—friends and relatives, that is, who Pave 
them no relief whatever even when they saw them starving for days together, 
How, we would like to ask, would these friends and relatives have prevented 
their death ? Would they have stayed their departing breath with their hand, 
or would they have kept their souls tied to their bodies by strings, and thus 
prevent them from taking leave of their earthy tenements? Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson repents having ever permitted the raising of subscriptions for these 
distressed people. He says—‘‘I am now inclined to think I was weak in allow- 
ing relief -measures at all.” ‘There is this repentance on the Commissioner’s part 
for having only permitted the raising of subscriptions. If he had paid even a 
vice from the coffers of Government, his remorse would surely have been 0 
deep that he would in all probability have prescribed for himself death by the 
slow fire, which is called tushaual, as the one fit penance for so horrid a crime. 
Bravo! kind-hearted Mr. Luttman-Johnson! It is idle to thik of ruling g 
foreign country without being the possessor of a heart like this ! 


The Commissioner has written in one place that cholera broke out in 
“this distressed locality.” So, after all, there 1s a distressed locality in Faridpur. 
It is sad to sce a Commissioner make, with the object of avoiding shame and 
disgrace, such desperate efforts to canccal a fact which he cannot, with all 
his mighty endeavour to conceal it, help admitting. 


42, Babu Deviprasanna Rai Chauduri, Secretary of the Faridpur Suhrid 
Sabha, writes in the Sanjivani of the 29th Septem- 
ber as follows :— 

It was at the instigation of the Sub-divisional Officer of Madaripur, in the 
Faridpur district, that Mr. Luttman-Johnson changed his views regarding 
the prevailing distress in that district. Mr. Johnson really felt the necessit 
for relief when he distributed his money. Though Mr. Peon says in his 
annual reports regarding the deaths from starvation that newspaper reports 
about them are completely false, anybody paying a visit to Kotalipara can 
satisfy himself about their truth. Every effort is being made on_ behalf of 
Government to suppress cases of death from starvation. A gentleman writing 
to the correspondent says that, “hearing of a case of suicide on account of 
starvation, he asked a Sub-Inspector about it, and he plainly told him that he 
was prohibited from speaking about it.” Will any police officer, in the face of - 
such prohibition, dare to give publicity to cases of death from starvation? 
The correspondent is almost every day receiving news of such deaths, 

Famine has appeared in all those places in which the Commissioner in his 
last year’s report admitted its probability. The heavy rains have served to 
aggravate the sufferings of the people. If Mr. Luttman-Johnson had con- 
tinued in his office of Commissioner of the Dacca Division, he would certainly 
not have been able to keep himself indifferent at such a time of distress. In 
his last report he acknowledged the good work which was being done in 
connection with the distress by the Faridpur Suhrid Sabha. What would he 
have said if he had now been in Dacca? Since the month of Baisakh last the 
Sabha has enabled two thousand persons to keep body and soul together. Will 
anybody say after this that the reports of distress are false? But if anybody 
has doubts still let him pay a visit to Kotalipara, and his doubts will be removed. 
Mr. Tute, the preseut Commissioner, has gone on a visit to Kotalipara, with the 
object, it is said, not of affording relief, but of justifying the action of 
Government in not giving relief. The correspondent, however, can scarcely 
believe that this is his mission. | 


During his visit to Kotalipara, the correspondent wanted to purchase chira 
for his boatmen, but could not ret it in any place between Afasi in .the north 
and Baropaikar hat in the south. Ordinarily this article can be had of the 
Namasudras inhabiting the bee/ tract, but this year they have not got even chaff 
and giain dust in their houses. The room in Uttarpar hat, which is being 
occupied by the agents of the Sabha, belongs to some milkmen who have left 
the place for want of customers and will not return before the month of Daus. 
Very large numbers of poor men assembled for alms at a house in Gachapara 


The Faridpur distress. 
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in which there was a marriage celebration. The owner of the house distribu- 
ted some boiled rice, but not in sufficient quantities to satisfy the assembled 
crowd. In one sense the present Faridpur distress is entailing even greater 
suffering upon the people than did the famous Orissa famine, because owing 
to the floods the Faridpur people cannot even go about begging. The condi- 
tion of Madra has again become very bad. - Babu Kunjalal Ghosh writing 
from Kotalipara says that the son of Nilmani Ballabh of Dighalia has died of 
starvation, and a resident of Khudripur bas committed suicide by drowning be- 
cause he could not bear the pangs of hunger. Babu Rajani Kanta Bhadra, 
writing from the same place, says that men are picking up grains of rico like 
birds, and thousands are coming for relief. ‘lhe people cannot be saved till 
the month of Aar«k with anything less than Rs. 2,000; and more money will 
be wanted for the month of Agrahayan. Subscriptions are freely flowing in, 
but they will not continue to do so much longer. 

43. The Sulubh Dainik of the 29th September has the following remarks 
on Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s view of the distress :— 

If there 1s no distress, why are the people 
of the country, nay even the Christian Missionaries, 
begging from door to door for subscriptions? Have they any private end to 
serve by so doing ? Do they want Government to waste its money on a people 
living in plenty and happiness ? 3 

Mr. Johnson charactcrises the newspaper reports of the distress as entirel 
false; but he does not say why the conductors of newspapers should take ie 
pains to collect false information. Have they anything to gain by supplying 
their readers with false information of death from starvation, and thus incur- 
ring the contempt of Government? Does Mr. Johnson think that correct 
information is supplied only by officers of Government making comfortable 
journeys in railway trains? It 1s a matter of little wonder that Mr. Johnson 
should be supplied with information like that he has received when he is 
served by deputies like Fazlal Karim. The Faridpur distress has attracted 
public notice, because the district 1s visited by Christian Missionaries, and 
contains a very large population. Bat there are in the district very retired 
places where people are dying of starvation without anybody taking notice of 
them. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson on the 
Faridpur distress. 


Mr. Johnson blames himself for having been weak enough to spend a large 


sum of money in the relief of distress. But the fact is that he was quite right 
in spending the money, and is displaying weakness only by repenting that 
expenditure. Let him remember that in every religion feeding the distressed is 
a vroat virtue. Let him put his hand on his heart, and looking heavenward 
forget his “ bright” Deputy Fazlal Karim, and he will see the distress in its 
true magnitude, , 

44. The Datnok-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd October has the follow- 
ing :— 

Barisal not being in Faridpur, how did 
Mr. Luttman-Johnson conclude from the report of 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson. on the 
Faridpur distress, 


the Barisal Collector that there was no distress in Backergunge? Ife 1s also. 


seriously displeased with the Christian Missionaries, and he has not hesitated 
to call them hars, though in an indirect way. He calls them stupid men, in that 
they do not know what famine is, and will never understand it. But Mr. 
Johnson himself seems not to have known, at one time, what famine meant for 
at one time he sanctioned relief measures, but he has since been enlightened on 
the subject. He now considers Mr. Savage and Fazlal Karim to be two experts 
in famine matters. The reports published by the Suhrid Sabha are false, 
because the Sabha consist only of native members. What the Missionaries said 
was equally false, because they lost all sense at the sight of suffering. Those 
people alone are wise, right-minded, and far-sighted who do not feel for 
the people in their sufferings. Mr. Savage is such a man, and Mr. Luttman- 
Johnson has latterly become a right-minded and far-sighted man of this sort. 
But how. long has the Deputy Karim been holding this view? Probably both 
Karim and his Commissioner have grown wiser since Sir Charles Elliott’s recent 
speech at Faridpur. 

As a matter of fact there was distress in Faridpur, though the official reports 
may deny it: and its effects are not yet quite over. ‘There were also deaths 
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Sept. 29th, 1894, 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 
Oct. 3rd, 1894. 


. 


(840) 


from starvation. Chitragupta (Pluto’s clerk) will not alter his figures, 
they may agree with Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s. Mr. Luttman-Johnson 
acted nobly by giving relief. In affording relief to those who were really in 
need of it, /he may have unwittingly given moncy to a few whose wants wore 
not pressing; but such mistakes could have mattered nothing, and they would 
not have exhausted the exchequer. At any rate, it is better to spend the 
people’s money. for their own benefit, than in benefiting foreigners by granting 
them exchange compensation allowances. ‘s 
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VI.—MIsceLLANEOus. 


VIKRAMPUR, 45. The Vikrampur of the 27th September says that, according to the 
Sept. Z7th, 1894. Hindu Sastras, all persons who actually slaughter 
The Sastras on cow-slaughter» = 9 Gow. all who, having the power to prevent 
the slaughter, do not exercise that oe and silently look on when the anima] 
is slaughtered, all who order the slaughter of a cow, all who cither directly or 
indirectly aid in the slaughter, and all who constitute the reason for’ the 
slaughter, incur sin, Even when a cow dies from exposure to cold draughts, 
or comes by her death in other ways, such as from snake-bite, drowning, 
a stroke of lightning, falling into a hole, and the attack of wild animals, the 
man to whom the animal belonged must perform the expiatory ceremony of 
prajapatya, in order to remove the sin which he incurred by not taking proper 
care of the animal. The above injunctions of the Sastras show how the 
Hindus are bound to protect the cow from slaughter. But unfortunately 
Englishmen, who do not know the manners and customs of the country, cannot 
rauve the intensity of Hindu feeling on the subject. 

SUDHAKAR, 46. The Sudhakar of the 24th September says that, when it first saw 
Sept. 21th, 1894, educated Hindus cat beef in secret, it thought that 
they were obliged to act in this cowardly manner 
in deference to a superstitious socicty, and it did not at all suspect that they 

were themselves singularly wanting in moral courage. So, when the writer 
heard any Musalman complain that he had been unjustly refused a post, or 
dismissed from an appomtment by a Hindu, he thought that cither the 
Musalman’s complaint was false, or the Hindu in question was an uneducated 
man. Ie could not bring himself to believe that educate Hindus could be 
mean. But a careful examination of the conduct of the educated community 
of Bengal, during the last two or three years, has convinced him that all the 
vices described by Macaulay and other Ik nglish writers as existing in the Bengali 
character are really there, and that any good traits which anybody fancies to 
have seen in it are the effects of a delusion, similar to the writer's 
47. The same paper thus discusses the chances of a good understanding 
The quarrel between Hindus between Ifindus and Musalmans -— 
and Musalmans, To us it 18 a most disagreeable task to enter 
upon a discussion of this question, for the conclusion at which we cannot help 
arriving is one that must put an end to the fondest hope in our heart, the hope, 
that is, that peace, happiness and righteousness may reign from one end of 
this country to the other. 
The Indians are an eminently quarrelsome people, and they often pick 
quarrels. It is not at all likely, therefore, that the fire of mutual animosity 
will ever die out among such a quarrelsome people, especially when educated 
-Hlindus take care to add fuel to this fire. Cow-slaughter and the passing of 
processions with music near musjids are the chicf causes of the present quarrel 
between Hindus and Musalmans; but so lone as British rule will last in this 
country, so long cow-slaughter, too, there shall be in this country. The Hindu 
Sustras, too, permit the eating of beef. Why then is the quarrel between 
Hindus and Musalmans about cow-slaughter becoming bitterer every day’ 
Admitting that the killing of cows is not so much an imperative religious duty 
as a convenient practice among Musalmans, Hindu society has not the right to 
interfere with it. It is our impression that that society has no right whatever 
to interfere even with any practice of ours that is forbidden by our religion, 
provided it is only sanctioned by the law. We are theretore unable to under- 


stand upon whit principles the Ulindus seek to interefere with our practice 
of slaughtering cows, 
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To turn now to the question of processions, it should be borne in mind 
that musjids are places of worship, and that that worship is the worship of the 
Almighty, and therefore superior to the worship of any other god. Disturbing 
2 an individual or ‘a community in his or their devotions is an offence under the 
law, and it is therefore neither wrong nor unreasonable to require the worship 
of an idol to be stopped before the worship of the Most High if 
it interferes with the latter. It is also clear that this lnwmiliation of the 
inferior worship in the presence of the supcrior is not a since to the pride 
or insolence of the worshippers in the musjid, but only a proper tribute of 
respect to the worship of the ong. wed and it can therefore mean no disgrace 
to the idol-worshipper. Educated Hindus can easily put an end to the present 
quarrel by explaining this fact in plain language to their ignorant co-religion- 
ists. But these educated Hindus think that the well-being of their community 
requires that this quarrel should be perpetuated, and there is therefore little 
chance of their bringing about a reign of peace, happiness and rightcousness 
in the country. 
48. Referring to the statement made by the Commissioner of tho a ticswads 
Mr. Luttman-Johnson on cow- Dacca Division that the Musalman raiyats in his ¢..¢ 29th, 1994. 
slaughter in Hindu Zamindaris. Division, who have been ordered by their Ifindu 
zamindars not to kill cows within their estates, will not submit to the oppression, 
the Bangavasi of the 29th September writes thus :— 
A fine way this, indeed, of maintaining good feclings between the zamindar 
and the raiyat! Unfortunately the men who are at present arbiters of our 
destinies are those who wish to provoke the zamindar and the raiyat against 
each other. 
49. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 30th September has the — paisix-osamactar 
| following Si | , : : H sare 
Speaking of Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya ™~* weeny 
Bahadur in- his Annual Administration Report for 
the Dacca Division, Mr. Luttman-Johnson says that ‘fof late the Raja has 
shown in every possible way his wish to secure the good-will of the District 
Officer, and has on more than one occasion~ sought his help in averting im- 
pending disputes.” But what does this certificate mean? It means thus: ‘the 
Raja was a bad boy when he quarrelled with Mr. Phillips, and has since 
reformed.” But most people in England and India know that it was 
Mr. Phillips, and not the Raja, who was to blame in the celebrated case. The 
Hligh Court. also knows this. But Mr. Phillips is Sir Charles Elliott’s protégé, 
aud Mr. Johnson wants to please Sir Charles. 


Mr. Luttman-Johnson on Raja 
Suryya Kanta Acharyya. 


Uriva PAPERS 


50. The Samvadvahika of the 23rd August states that the overflow of the 
Burabalang river in the Balasore district carried 
off hundreds of cattle that were grazing in the 
meadows in Chandipur and Balaramgari. 

dl. The Utkaldipika of the Isth August states that the overflow of 

; the Baiturni and Brahmani rivers in the Cuttack 

PR of floods in the Cuttack district carried off all the belongings of the residents 

| of Kasoti, Narayanpura, Chachinapur, Parkula, 
Indpur, Dhamanta, Mangalpur, Nilkanthapur, ani Sendhapari mauzas of the 
Kendrapara sub-division, who were compelled to take shelter on canal embank- 
ments and other high grounds. The poorer residents are in great distress, 
Many would have died of starvation but for the timely assistance of the local 
zamindars Babus Shyamsunder, Narendra, Varamanand Rai, Balaram Bhra- 
marbar, and of the Naib of _Patamundi, Babu Jogendra Nath Mookerjee, the 
local police Sub-Inspector, Babu Kanai Lal Bose, and the Sub-divisional Officer 
of Kendrapara. The people of Ali are also in great distress and rice sells there 
at the rate of 7 seers per rupee. ie 

02. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 22nd August and 5th September : 

: ee state that distress among tlhe poorer classes of vatannien, 
it Mee in the Bala- Heople is very great in the Bayang pargana of the — Aug 22nd, 1644, 
} Balasore district. The energetic efforts of the 


Balasore Collector, aided by the liberality of Babus Hariballabh Bose and Radha 


SAMVADVAHIKA.. 


Floods in the Balasore district. Aug. 23rd, 1894. 
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UTKALDIVIKA, 
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( 842 ) 


Charan Das, have afforded relicf to a large number of men and women. The 
nature of the distress among the agricultural Classes may be judged from the 
facts that the paddy-plants on the fields have either been carried off o; 
destroyed by the flood water, and that they have no more seeds in their 
possession wherewith to begin cultivation anew. The Sumvaswahika of the 
23rd August tells a sinnlar story. Tee 
53. The Utkallipku of the 2ith August speaks highly of the services 
Relief measures in'the Cuttack Of the Cuttack District Board and the Cuttack 


district. Collector, in connection with tho adoption of relief 


measures for the distressed parts of the Cuttack district. 
54. The Uriya und Navasamvad of the 15th and 22nd August state that 
A drainage canal wanted in the western bank of the coast canal obstructs natural 
Orissa. drainage, and helps rain and flood-water to collect 
in large volumes, much to the detriment of the paddy crops in the fields, A 
small canal that may carry off this water to the Solepatha river should be 
excavated. 

55. Referring to the agitation in connection with the Bihar cadastral 
survey, the Utkuldipika of the 25th August suggests 
that the Government ought to bear at least one- 
half of the cost of the survey, as neither zamindars nor raiyats applied for 
such survey. | 

56. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 22nd August is strongly of opinion 

The law regarding restitution of that the present law regarding the enforcement 
conjugal rights. of a decree for restitution of conjugal nghts by 
imprisonment of the defendant should not be altered in any way. 

o7. All the Native Papers of Orissa value highly the policy of Govern- 

Encouragement of the printing Meut in encouraging the local printing presses by 
presses in Urissa by Government. causing a certain number of Government Forms 
to be printed locally. ) 

58. The Utkaldipika of the 8th September states that the educated 

The title Mahamahopadhyaya gentlemen of Orissa feel highly honoured by the 
in Orissa. conferring of the title of crepe rn Ae he on 
Chandra Shekhara Sinha Wari Chandan Mahapatra Samanta of MKhandpara, 
as a personal distinction. — 


The cost of the Bihar survey. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
CALCUTTA, 


The 6th October 1894, 
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